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Liaison Committee  
KC District USACE of Engineers  ACEC/MO   ACEC/KS 

March 6, 2020 
Kansas City District Corps of Engineers, Kansas City, MO 

 
 
The Kansas City Corps of Engineers / ACECMO / ACECKS Liaison meeting was held at the Kansas City 
District Corps of Engineers’ Kansas City, MO office from 10:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. on March 6, 2020.  
Present at the meeting were: 
 
KC Corps of Engineers  ACEC/MO ACEC/KS  
Mike Coates 
Col. William Hannan 
John Holm 
Tim Kurgan 
Jason Leibbert 
Larry Myers 
Jake Owen 
Jim Turner 

Mike Alexander 
Jess Commerford 
John Denlinger, Co-Chair 
John Frerking 
Scott Perkins 
Dave Renetzky 
Eric Stump 
 

Eric Cenovich 
Les Hamilton 
Brent Johnson 
Matt McQuality, Co-Chair 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ACEC News and Updates 

 Shared a press release on “Moving America Forward: A Presidential Candidate Forum on 
Infrastructure, Jobs, and Building a Better America” which was hosted and streamed by ACEC. 
Made note of USACE backlog of projects totaling $100B among other issues such as climate 
change and resiliency. (see attachment for further details) 

 Shared the “21st Century Infrastructure Agenda Fact Sheet” that includes policy priorities for the 
116th Congress. Highway Trust Fund gap between revenues and annual expenditures projected 
to grow to $20 Billion by 2021. Highway Trust Fund shortfall partially attributed to current user 
fees established in 1993. Noted 144,000 hours of lock shutdowns on US waterways due to 
maintenance and unexpected delays. 

 
USACE Kansas City District (NWK) Program Update (see attachment for further details) 

 Civil Works has stable Operations & Maintenance funding of approximately $70 Million. 
 Civil Works FY19 Sup (O&M) – $28M levee repairs. 
 Overview of Argentine Pump Station Design-Build (awarded), Levee/Floodwall Raise (largest 

project), and Armourdale and CID Pump Station repair projects. 
 Overview given on General Civil Works projects. 
 Overview of Civil Contract Status. AE IDIQ’s have a 5-year base contract + 2-year option. 
 Overview of Emergency Supplemental in FY20 and 21 primarily for Missouri River BSNP repairs 

and lake project repairs. 
 Discussion of Military Programs. 2019 was a big year: Next NGA West (N2W); Lake City Army 

Ammunition Plant Next Generation Ammunition Facility; St. Louis John Cochran Medical 
Center; Fort Leonard Wood Hospital. 

 HTRW – annual funding “Plus Up’s” are anticipated. 
 Lacy Kay – new Chief of HTRW Contracts. 
 B21 Beddown – contract advertisement for all three facilities at once (handled by NWK). 
 Director’s Policy Memorandum (recent AE policy updates): 

o 6c: Multiple SATOC’s that have similar/overlapping scopes will not be awarded (this is 
different than some other districts). SATOC scopes will be narrowed. 

o 6f: Request for annual SF330 updates. 
o 7a: MATOC Task Order Requirement Notice (TORN). 



o 7a(4):  TORN timeframe – 5 days to respond (typical). 
o 7f: TORN debriefings required. For contracts less than $250,000, though, only a short 

explanation will be given and only if requested (current document says 
$5.5M). 

 
Spring Flood Outlook 

 Reservoir drawdowns continue in advance of approaching flood season. 
 Aggressively working levee rehabs and construction contracts are being issued. However, 

small percentage of breaches have actually been repaired. Repairs are expected to be 
complete by next season. 

 Omaha District having more success stories than Kansas City District; however, Omaha District 
has federal levees which have full federal funding. The majority of the damaged levees in the 
Kansas City District are non-federal and available repair funding is 80/20 (i.e. 80% federal and 
20% levee owner). 

 2020 spring could be shaping up to be a “top 10” runoff year according to National Weather 
Service. 

 Mountain snow pack a little above normal. 
 Dakotas/Minnesota above average snow pack; this runoff enters the Missouri River below 

the mainstem dams and is unregulated. 
 $80 to $100 million anticipated to restore navigation structures degraded by the flood. 
 However, there does seem to be some political will to reassess the management of the Missouri 

River to see if improvements are needed; i.e. improve navigation, reduce flooding rather than 
simply rebuilding levees to pre-flood condition. 

 
Discussion of the Following Topics (AE sector and NWK perspectives): 

 Recruiting 
 AutoCAD (Revit) vs MicroStation 
 Employee training 
 Draftsman vs drafting engineers 
 Design-build project delivery 

 
Colonel William Hannan 

 Introductory meeting 
 Solicited suggestions and open to dialogue to improve NWK processes for working with the AE 

community 
 
Funding Diversion for Border Wall Project 

 NWK is not aware of projects have been affected. 
 
Next Meeting 

 Friday, June 26, 2020 – location to be determined. 
 

 



ACEC KS / ACEC MO / USACE Kansas City Liaison Committee 
 
Date: 6 March 2020 
Time: 1000 to 1300 hrs 
Location: Kansas City District Corps of Engineers, 601 E. 12th Street (Room 

501, 5th Floor), Kansas City, MO 64106 
Instructions: Point of contact to be escorted through security – Sally Hohensee at (816) 389-3713. 

Also, please arrive 15 minutes early to get through security (wear socks with no holes!). 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Meet & greet with Col. William Hannan. 

2. Programs update. 

3. Spring flood outlook. 

4. Recruiting challenges & trends – govt. and AE – discussion. 

5. Discussion on private sector perspective on staying current with CAD/BIM capabilities. 

 AutoCAD vs Microstation or both or other. 

 Best practices/suggestions for managing software, employee training, system management, 
need for “Drafting Technicians” vs the Engineers do all their own drawings. 

6. Discussion Lead Engineer vs Project Manager. In private sector is the PM role generally considered 
to be “higher or more prestigious” than the Lead Engineer role? 

7. Does USACE KC anticipate any impact to their mission / projects due to a funding diversion to the 
border wall construction program? 

8. Use of design-build for civil works infrastructure - industry and government perspectives. 

9. ACEC legislative update. 

10. Other Items. 

11. Set Next Meeting Date & Location – TBD. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

KC Corps: ACEC/MO: ACEC/KS: 
Mike Coates Mike Alexander (for Dave Kocour) Eric Cenovich 
Col. William Hannan Jess Commerford Les Hamilton 
John Holm John Denlinger, Co-Chair Brent Johnson 
Tim Kurgan John Frerking Matt McQuality, Co-Chair 
Jim Turner Steve Iverson  
 Dave Renetzky (for Tom Poer)  
 Eric Stump  
 Steve Wells, ACEC/MO Chairman  

 

PRIOR HOSTS 
 
Nov 2019: HDR Oct 2018: B&M Jan 2018: Wilson & Co. Mar 2017: Hg Consult 
April 2019: WSP July 2018: KC COE Oct 2017: Geotech. Dec 2016: KC COE 
Feb 2019: Olsson April 2018: HNTB June 2017: Affinis  




















































